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2023 G7 Agriculture Minister’s
Communiqué

. The global food and agriculture situation has
significantly changed since we first met in 2009,
and although our efforts so far have contributed to
addressing many challenges related to agriculture
and food systems, we need to urgently increase
efforts to make them more resilient and sustainable
as our legacy to future generations. We, the
Agriculture Ministers of the Group of Seven (G7),
recognised this when we met in Miyazaki on 22-23
April 2023 to discuss challenges and opportunities
for future agriculture and food policies.

. The impacts of climate change and biodiversity
loss on global food security have become more
apparent, for example through large scale impacts
on crops, water and soil health. Furthermore, the
COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s illegal war
of aggression against Ukraine, have exacerbated
the already challenging global food and nutrition
situation.

. We continue to condemn in the strongest terms
Russia’s illegal, unprovoked and unjustified war of
aggression against Ukraine and are appalled and
saddened by the tragic human loss and suffering
it continues to cause. We are deeply concerned
about the devastating impact the war is having
on food security globally, not least through price
spikes in grains, fuel and fertilisers, which is
disproportionately impacting the most vulnerable.
We recognize the importance of the EU-Ukraine
Solidarity Lanes, President Zelenskyy’s Grain
from Ukraine Initiative and the UN and Tiirkiye-
brokered Black Sea Grain Initiative (BSGI). In
this context, we strongly support the extension,
full implementation and expansion of BSGI.
We condemn Russia’s attempts to use food as a
means of destabilization and as tool of geopolitical
coercion and reiterate our commitment to acting
in solidarity and supporting those most affected by
Russia’s weaponization of food. We will continue
to design our restrictive measures against Russia
to shield population in need from unintended
consequences by ensuring food and fertilizers are
carved out.

We stand ready to support the recovery and
reconstruction of Ukraine, including by sharing
our experience, knowledge and expertise regarding

demining of agricultural land, and by reconstruction
of agricultural infrastructure such as irrigation,
warehouses and food processing facilities destroyed
by Russia. We will also continue to support its
small-scale farmers’ access to finance and inputs
such as seeds, in collaboration with international
organisations, as well as implementation of digital
and other new technologies to enhance sustainable
agricultural productivity. We welcome the creation
of a UK funded grain database, in response to our
Leaders’ commitment, which can be used to verify
the origin of grain shipments.

. Even before Russia’s illegal war of aggression

against Ukraine, the population in chronic hunger
in 2021 was estimated at 828 million, increasing
by 150 million since the pre-COVID year. In
2022, an additional 10.7 million experienced
chronic hunger because of Russia’s illegal war of
aggression against Ukraine according to the Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) estimates,
leading us further away from achieving the
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 of “Zero
Hunger in 2030 and the progressive realisation
of the right to adequate food in the context of
national food security. It is clear that adequate
policy responses are urgently needed. In the short
term, it is essential to support Ukraine and mitigate
the adverse effects arising from Russia’s illegal
war of aggression against Ukraine on global food
security and nutrition especially that of vulnerable
developing countries. It is also essential that we
continue the urgently needed transformation to
resilient and sustainable agricultural practices to
achieve sufficient and sustainable production in the
medium and long term to feed the growing global
population which recently surpassed 8 billion, and
to reduce the negative environmental impacts of
agriculture and food production and enhance the
positive ones.

. Addressing the short-term challenges must not

prevent us from focusing on the longer-term
objectives to achieve more resilient and sustainable
agriculture and food systems, which range along
the supply chain from reducing food loss and
waste to increasing sustainable production and
consumption. We acknowledge the unique sectoral
position of agriculture in that it is a driver of, but
at the same time, is affected by, can contribute to
and can mitigate the effects of climate change and
biodiversity loss. We are encouraged by the fact,
for example, that more than 150 countries gathered
at the UN Food Systems Summit in 2021 and at
other relevant international fora to move forward
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to transform our food systems. We must keep this
momentum over the coming years and achieve
the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and its Goals, with no
one left behind.

Resilient and sustainable agriculture and
food systems which meet the needs of
current and future generations

The COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s illegal war
of aggression against Ukraine highlighted existing
threats to global food security and nutrition, such
as infectious diseases, supply chain disruptions,
and rising costs, decreased availability of and
affordable access to inputs, including fertilizers.
This has made ever clearer the importance of
adopting a broad “food systems” perspective.

We emphasize the importance of diversifying
international, regional and local supply chains of
agricultural products and inputs in order to improve
their resilience and sustainability in the long term.
We recognise that most countries currently rely
on both domestic production and international
trade for their food supply. Accordingly, countries
should explore ways to enhance local, regional
and global food systems, making sustainable use
of their existing domestic agricultural resources
and facilitating food trade. Moreover, we will
continue our efforts to reduce food loss and waste
to conserve resources used for food production and
improve food availability. We also emphasize the
importance of nutrition and of promoting healthy
diets. We recognise that nutrition programmes
for mothers, infants and young children and, the
provision of targeted school meals programs
amongst a range of other initiatives can make an
important contribution to food security, nutrition
and keeping children in school and learning.

We are committed to fair, open, transparent,
predictable, non-discriminatory and rules-based
trade. We underscore its importance in building
resilient and sustainable food systems, promoting
food security and making nutritious food and
healthy diets more affordable and available. As we
seek to achieve global food security and nutrition,
we reconfirm the importance of ensuring trade
measures are transparent and consistent with
WTO rules, and the on-going WTO agriculture
negotiations should contribute to the realisation
of SDGs both in terms of food security and
sustainability. We also reaffirm the importance
of agricultural data availability and transparency
for well-functioning markets. In this regard, we
commit to strengthen our support to the G20
Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS).
We are providing additional financial resources on
a voluntary basis including to facilitate reporting
on fertilizer and vegetable oil markets and policies
and call upon other AMIS members to do so as

well. We commit to working with our colleagues in
the G20 for all AMIS members to provide timely
data, and complete and accurate information. We
will continue to avoid any unjustified restrictive
measures on exports that could exacerbate
increases in food and input price volatility and we
encourage others to do the same.

IIl Practical measures for sustainable

10.

I1.

12.

13.

productivity growth

As one way to achieve resilient and sustainable
agricultural and food systems, we commit
to promote policies that support sustainable
productivity growth. Highlighting that the global
population continues to grow and that the need
to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to
achieve net-zero, halt and reverse biodiversity
loss and adapt to climate change impacts become
more urgent, it is critical to rapidly increase the
sustainability of agriculture and food systems in a
manner which enhances productivity.

We will achieve this by implementing a
wide range of innovations and by promoting
sustainable farming practices, such as the use
of cover crops, crop rotation, zero or low till
practices, preservation of well-managed diverse
pastureland and by utilizing local resources
effectively such as the use of appropriate, safe
and efficient manure compost in crop cultivation
sourced from the local livestock sector.

We recognise that climate change adaptation and
mitigation are highly interdependent with halting
and reversing biodiversity loss in the context
of agriculture and food production. Various
measures can contribute to the protection,
conservation, restoration and sustainable use of
biodiversity, e.g., organic farming, and Integrated
Pest Management which do not rely only on
chemical pesticides. Responsible use of fertilizers
to reduce nutrient loss to the environment and
agroforestry can support biodiversity conservation
and also be part of climate change mitigation
and/or adaptation. Likewise, efforts to reduce
GHG emissions including methane-reducing
measures, lower energy consumption and
carbon sequestration can be most effective when
they are designed considering their impact on
ecosystems. In these endeavors, we will promote
and implement a combination of measures and
practices that best suit local environmental and
farming conditions, recognizing that there is no
one-size-fits-all solution.

We will strengthen our efforts to implement all
relevant international agreements and instruments
on climate change and biodiversity. These include
the Paris Agreement and decisions thereunder
including the Glasgow Climate Pact; the Sharm
el-Sheikh Joint Work on Implementation
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of Climate Action on Agriculture and Food
Security; the Glasgow Leaders Declaration on
Forest and Land use. We are also steadfast in
our commitment to the full, swift and effective
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework adopted at the 15th
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity. We commit to use best
available science and evidence in pursuing
these objectives, based on the findings of
other international institutions including the
Intergovernmental panel on Climate Change and
the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services.

We underline the importance of improving the
efficiency of water use for food production. We
recognise that sustainable and effective water
management and a reliable water infrastructure
are vital for achieving more resilient and
sustainable agriculture, protecting human health,
economic stability and environment and climate
goals. It is also critical for improving disaster risk
reduction and preparedness.

We recognise all farmers and food producers
are fundamental to feeding our populations,
enhancing our natural world and meeting
the SDGs. In order to move towards more
sustainable agriculture and food systems, we
will support them to implement sustainable
agricultural practices. At the same time we
commit to intensify efforts as appropriate to
reform or reorient agriculture policies to create
positive environmental outcomes and to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

16. The importance of addressing the interdependency

of the human, animal, plant and environmental
health is increasing. To find a solution to those
cross-sectoral challenges, we support the aims of
the One Health Joint Plan of Action (2022-2026)
by the Quadripartite international organizations
(FAO, United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), World Health Organizaion (WHO) and
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH))
who provide advice and enhance strategic
coordination on One Health globally. Also, we
emphasize the importance of promoting and
implementing measures against Antimicrobial
Resistance (AMR), transboundary animal
diseases and plant pests, based on international
coordination, scientific evidence and risk analysis
and ensuring transparency in those areas. We
also recognise the importance of the works of
international standard setting done by Codex
Alimentarius Commission, International Plant
Protection Convention (IPPC) and WOAH. We
reaffirm the importance of enhancing existing
cooperation amongst veterinary authorities and
look forward to the outcomes of the G7 Chief
Veterinary Officers Forum to be held this autumn

regarding methods of combating avian influenza,
AMR and other global animal health issues.

We reconfirm the importance of improving
consumer’s access to information so that they can
choose and buy agricultural and food products
with a clear knowledge on how they have been
produced, processed and distributed, as well
as the efforts invested by the farmers/food
industries, taking into account climate change
and biodiversity issues. Also, we reconfirm
our common goals under SDG12.3, to halve
per capita global food waste at the retail and
consumer levels and reduce food losses along
production and supply chains, including post-
harvest losses, and strengthen our efforts to
involve all the stakeholders in this regard.

We emphasize that the measures for sustainable
productivity growth of food systems should
also improve income opportunities for farmers
and other stakeholders, especially in rural areas.
In this context, we support rural revitalization
through promotion of income diversification
alongside agriculture for example, sustainable
forest management for timber and other products
as well as agricultural tourism. We will also
promote better public infrastructure which
enable those activities and contribute to rural
revitalization.

Recognizing the need for methods which
adequately analyze both short and long term
impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss,
land degradation and other factors affecting
future sustainability of agriculture, we welcome
the initiative of the Presidency to launch a
discussion among G7 policy experts to identify
gaps in existing research and analysis to offer
suggestions to facilitate inclusive transformation
towards resilient and sustainable agriculture and
food systems.

IV Importance of further innovation and

investment for resilient and sustainable food
systems, necessity of private sector and other
actors inclusion

We emphasize that many forms of innovation
are required for the transformation towards
resilient and sustainable agriculture and food
systems. Such innovation should involve not
only the development of new technologies, but
also effective implementation and utilization of
sustainable new technologies or practices as well
as existing ones, including nature-based solutions,
agroecology and other innovative approaches,
in all stages of agriculture and food systems. We
emphasize that all people, whether in developed
or developing countries, small or large farmers,
young or old, men or women, should benefit from
the fruit of innovation.
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21.

22.

23.

24,

We also recognise that well-designed innovation
can help pave the way for inclusive supply
chains, by providing decent work and income
opportunities within food systems We also
commit to take measures to attract in particular
youth, women, Indigenous Peoples and other
underrepresented groups to the agriculture and
food sector and to encourage their involvement.
It can, in turn, contribute to the revitalization of
rural agricultural areas, many of which are facing
challenges of declining and aging population.
In this regard, we underline the critical role
of training, extension services, knowledge
sharing and education, as well as equal access to
financing.

In promoting a wide range of sustainable
innovation, we underscore the significant role that
the private sector, along with the public sector,
can play in promoting research and development,
scaling up and disseminating new and existing
technologies and practices, including further
digitalization in agriculture and food systems,
with due regard to data privacy and security.
In particular, the private sector has expertise
and ability in adapting new and/or existing
technologies and practices to meet local needs
and situations.

We recognise that increased investment from
all sources is needed to support innovation.
Responsible private investment is one of the
important elements to enhance financial access
for all stakeholders, including for, youth,
women, underrepresented groups and small-scale
farmers in rural areas. We also acknowledge that
responsible private investment can play a role in
enhancing rural economies through improving
infrastructure, logistics and knowledge sharing.
Therefore, we strongly emphasize the need
to develop an enabling policy environment
which facilitates private sector investment in
agriculture and food systems, in accordance with
the Committee on Food Security Principles for
Responsible Investment in Agriculture and Food
System (CFS-RAI).

There exists a growing momentum in the private
sector to contribute to the transformation of
agriculture and food systems. We need to catalyze
this momentum and we commit to further
enhance collaboration between the government,
the private sector, farmers and all other actors
by, for example, strengthening linkage between
the sector and local communities in developing
countries in order to contribute to developing
countries’ efforts to make their agriculture and
food systems more resilient and sustainable.
In this context, we welcome the Presidency’s
initiative to encourage the private sector’s
involvement with its knowledge and expertise
in the local communities’ efforts towards the

25.

transformation of their agriculture and food
systems, by bridging the needs of both sides.

We recognise that there are different rules,
voluntary guidelines and private-sector
standards addressing responsible and sustainable
agricultural supply chains and the need for
coherent understanding and complementary
approaches while recognizing different national
circumstances. We reaffirm our commitments
to promote the continued transition to
sustainable agricultural supply chains and
increase our support for sustainable supply
chains that decouple agricultural production
from deforestation and forest degradation in
this regard. We continue our efforts to better
disseminate and support the OECD-FAO
Guidance for Responsible Agricultural Supply
Chains. We commit to continuing our efforts
to reduce risk of deforestation and forest and
land degradation linked to the production of
relevant commodities and enhance cooperation
with various stakeholders on this issue. We
will, if appropriate, develop further regulatory
frameworks or policies to support this. We take
note with appreciation that ongoing work to
compile the G7 voluntary and mandatory Due
Diligence measures for sustainable agricultural
supply chains initiated under German G7
Presidency in 2022.

V For the global outreach and future

26.

27.

28.

collaboration

We reaffirm the G7’s continuous efforts for
a global transformation to more resilient and
sustainable agriculture and food systems in
partnership with all relevant actors and countries.
We also stress the important role of the relevant
international organizations, including FAO,
IFAD, OECD and WFP as well as CFS in this
endeavour. Building upon relevant international
initiatives including G7 Global Alliance for Food
Security and its transformation into concrete
actions, we will actively engage in work, as the
G7, as individual countries and as members
of the international community to contribute
to achieving more productive, resilient and
sustainable agriculture and food systems with no
one left behind.

As we take concrete actions toward these
objectives, we will bear in mind the points
we shared in our discussion in Miyazaki, as is
summarized in the Annex.

We appreciate the work of the Japanese G7
Presidency and look forward to the work of the
Italian G7 Presidency in 2024.
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Miyazaki Actions

We, the G7 Agriculture Ministers, will actively work
as members of the international community to achieve
more productive, resilient and sustainable agriculture
and food systems, bearing in mind the discussion we
have had in Miyazaki, which includes, though not

exhaustive, the following points:

@ To address the short-term challenges, such as
Russia’s illegal war of aggression against Ukraine,
natural disasters and infectious diseases, at the
same time focus on the longer-term objectives
of reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
to achieve net-zero and to halt and reverse
biodiversity loss while feeding the growing global

population, with no one left behind.

@ To diversify supply chains, by exploring the ways
to enhance local, regional and global food systems,
making sustainable use of existing domestic

agricultural resources and facilitating trade.

@ To commit to fair, open, transparent, predictable,
non-discriminatory and rules-based trade, and
avoid any unjustified restrictive measures on

exports

@ To improve sustainability of agriculture and
food systems, by implementing a wide range of
innovations and promoting sustainable farming

practices.

@ to intensify efforts as appropriate to reform or
reorient agriculture policies to create positive
environmental outcomes and to reduce greenhouse

gas emissions.

@ To enhance the “One Health” approach and
promote measures against AMR, transboundary

animal diseases and plant pests

@ To reduce food loss and waste, promote healthy
diets and improve consumers’ access to information
on agriculture and food products they choose and

buy.

@ To support rural revitalization through income
diversification, alongside agriculture for example,
sustainable forest management for timber and other
products, as well as agricultural tourism, and better

public infrastructure

@ To promote research and development, scale-up
and disseminate new and existing technologies and
practices, including further digitalisation, that meet

local needs and situations

@ To promote training, extension services, knowledge
sharing and education, as well as equal access
to financing, in particular for youth, women and

underrepresented groups

@ To further enhance collaboration between the
government and the private sector, farmers and all
other actors, and develop an enabling environment
which facilitate responsible private sector

investment in agriculture and food systems

@ To promote the continued transition to sustainable
agricultural supply chains and increase our support
for sustainable supply chains that decouple
agricultural production from deforestation and

forest degradation
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G7 Agriculture Ministers’ Meeting in Miyazaki
High school students' proposals
22 April 2023

Good morning, Agriculture Ministers of the Group of
Seven and honorable guests. We are high school students in
Miyazaki. Thank you very much for inviting us and giving
us a chance to share our opinions on future agriculture and
food.

In Miyazaki Prefecture, where we live, there is an area
that has been certified as a Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems. Under the harsh conditions where about
92% of the area is forested and most of it is sloping land,
people continue to live while balancing the conservation
and utilization of forests by combining agriculture and
forestry. This activity has protected rare animals and plants,
nurtured beautiful landscapes such as terraced rice fields,
and traditional culture such as kagura, god-entertainment.
Since we were born and raised in such a place, we hope for a
sustainable society where our lifestyle aligns with the earth.
Please allow our three groups to propose their ideas.

First, we propose a joint research project conducted by
“different countries and different people working together”
called “ZERO INNOVATION,” in order to achieve zero
burdens on the environment, zero waste, and zero disparity.
We need this because some problems, such as climate
change, threaten food security in the world and inequality
between developed and developing countries is deepening.
It is more important than ever for developing and developed
countries to work hand in hand and to promote more joint
research projects on sustainable agriculture in harmony with
the environment. As a result, participating countries will
spread the techniques from the research throughout their
own countries. In particular, the improvement of agricultural
productivity should contribute to the decline of poverty in
developing countries. Also, developed countries can learn
a lot from the traditional farming methods that developing
countries have preserved. We want to create a world where
countries, people and the earth are united without disparity.
To achieve this, more attempts by the G7 countries are
required to promote innovation with developing countries.

Second, we propose a “Cool Agriculture Campaign” to
highlight the appeal of agriculture so that consumers will
learn more about the attractiveness of agriculture and
become closer together with producers. This campaign will
use media and other platforms that are popular among young
people to communicate the appeal of agriculture. The reason
we think this is needed is that, nowadays young people
hesitate to become farmers because they are worried about
hard labor and a lack of knowledge, skills, and funding.
We had a chance to visit some farms where we talked with
the farmers directly. There, we saw cool managers who

practiced farming with passion and pride earning a steady
living. This completely changed the image of agriculture
we had. Therefore, we will spread the appeal of agriculture
to younger generations to get them and consumers to
become familiar with agriculture. We will make use of
SNS that we always use in our daily lives to communicate
information about agriculture. We will also try to work on
several activities which connect agriculture to platforms
popular among young people, such as anime, games and
music festivals. We want to make a society where people
think agriculture is cool. We would like the G7 countries to
develop the “Cool Agriculture Campaign” to highlight the
appeal of agriculture on a large scale.

Lastly, we want to make a society where “food and culture
continue to be linked together” and people generally
appreciate their food. We propose agricultural education
programs in which children can enjoy authentic agricultural
experiences. We believe in this program because developed
countries waste a lot of food, while there are developing
countries that are suffering from starvation. Some of
you must have had unforgettable and enjoyable farming
experiences. If we set up a local common field, everyone
from children to adults can enjoy working there. It will
provide the opportunity to feel agriculture close to them and
the field will be a good playground for children. In Miyazaki,
80 percent of schools have a Bento day. On that day, we
make our own bento, traditional Japanese lunch boxes, and
bring them to school and eat it together with our classmates.
We have good opportunities to learn the importance of
foodstuffs and local dietary culture through educational
programs. We want to make a world where people are
conscious enough to be grateful to the availability and
affordability of food. To realize this, every country should
work on more agricultural experiences and educational
programs starting from childhood.

We decided to put our ideas into action immediately. Last
month, we borrowed a local farm and held a “Food and
Agriculture event” for parents and children. At the event,
children and adults went barefoot, harvested carrots, made
curry and rice, and ate it together. The place was filled
with laughter and smiles. This event provided us with an
opportunity to think that “living in a society where it is
natural to be grateful for food and agriculture will bring
happiness to everyone in the world.” Now is the time for
everyone here, including us, to take action. Let’s make
a world where “countries and people all work together,”
“producers and consumers are closer together,” and “food
and culture are linked together.”

The keyword of our proposals is “together.”
Thank you very much for taking your precious time to listen
to our proposals.
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Recently, agriculture business, which focuses on efficiency, has been developing
remarkably and the system of agricultural production is changing greatly. How can
modern business agriculture coexist with traditional agriculture or environmentally

friendly agriculture?
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In Japan, it becomes difficult for young people to be attracted with agriculture.
We think it is important to widely appeal especially to young people with the
attractiveness of agriculture. What do you think is the most important solution for this

issue?

BATE. EEP’REZBELICKKBI>TEITLET . ThiERF. BICEE
CAFTERLCHNBBHREBHIEEZLEZEZFT TN, BTAREDXSICHE
ATIh,

h+s
K1Y
1907

Recently, food loss and waste become a big global issue. We think one of the solutions
will be to educate the young people learn through agricultural experiences to respect
all the people who are involved in the food production. What do you think is the most

important solution for this issue?
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